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These are my visual notes of

Preaching in a  
Pandemic World

a YouTube video by

Leonard Sweet

Picture Book
Drawing the future  

one picture at a time

Nico Simpson
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This is a watershed 
moment.

Recognise the 
moment we are in.
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Never have so 
many human 

beings acted in 
unison.

We were made for this.
Let us not belittle  

the challenge of this moment.
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This is earth shaking.

The amount of change  
we have seen  

in a short period of time  
is breathtaking.
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God put 
us here 
for this 

moment.

Pause for a moment.

Not one of us is prepared for this.

Not one of us has any idea  
how to deal with this,

but God must think we are able, with God’s 
help, to deal with this.
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This will go down in history 
as one of the most incredible 

moments.

This is a hands up 
moment.

Prayer was a moment of surrender.

The early 
Christians when 

they prayed, 
prayed with 

there hands up.
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With God’s help, we were 
made for this moment.

We surrender.

We surrender ourselves.

We are not capable.

We can’t do this on our own.
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This is NOT  
a back-to-normal time.
The NORMAL is gone.
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We have to figure out what the 
NEW NORMAL is.

Although,  

in some ways Christians  
don’t do normal.

If you follow Jesus 
the one thing you 
can’t do is normal.

We are always in a poster of 
being open to the edges.
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From now on this is a world 
where the new norm is social 

distancing.
This is an incredible challenge  

for the church.

Now when we hear the word 
connection there is fear.

Globalisation as we knew it  
is something of the past.
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The power now is in the local.
It is called a shut-in economy.

A circle-of-wagons economy.

What a moment for the local 
church to truly be local.

We will globalise in all sorts 
of new ways.
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Find a new place to do your work.

Forget the office,  
we have to create a studio.

A studio 
is where

you can in 
a moment’s 

notice 
communicate 

with your entire 
people.

Forget a study.
People are not coming in 

to see you.
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Collaboration
Creativity

Communication

Much like the artistic studios of  
Florence and Milan.

It is every 
master’s dream 

to get an 
apprentice that 
is better than 

you.
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A studio where you can 
communicate at a moment’s 

notice.

Think studio 
where you can, in a team, 

collaborate and create and 
communicate.

A collaborative space to work 
with your team.

We have to think about the space we 
work in and play in.
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We have to rethink the pulpit.
Get out of the old 

pulpit. Free yourself 
of that pulpit.

Your pulpit is your computer. 
This is your pulpit now.
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You can have sermons 
where five or six people are 
communicating at the same 

time.

The possibilities are immense 
- just use that studio.
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Jesus spent his ministry doing three things,
preaching 
teaching  

and healing.

We are in a unique position to 
rediscover who we really are and 
should be as disciples of Jesus 
and what is the function of  
the church.

In the future it is, 
healing number one 
teaching number two 
and preaching number three.

The new 
paradigm is 
pandemic.
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The essence 
of the gospel 
is health and 
wholeness.

Salvation is a healing word. 
Salve, ointment. Healing, 

anointment and oil that makes 
us whole.

We need  
to learn how to  

be healers again.
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This is where the church are to be standing  
side by side.

Jesus is always pushing us to the front-lines.

In a world where the new heroes are 
the first responders.

The new hero’s are the health 
professionals.

In this kind of a world the 
healing function is key.
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We are in the  
shalom business.

Claim the role Jesus gave us.

We aught to see ourselves 
as part of the health care 

people -  
part of the healers.
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Distance is dead.

Revisit virtual platforms.

If churches do not reboot 
from zero they will perish.

When the paradigm shifts, everything goes 
back to zero.
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We need teams to do this.
The fire is brought forth by the flints 

striking together.

We need partners.

We need collaborators.

We need liaisons

We need strategic relationships

We need pals 
to be in this together.
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We don’t live in the past,  
but out of the past.

Live out of the horizons that 
are in our own Biblical story.

Seize tomorrow.
Seize the future.
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We serve the greatest storyteller 
who ever lived.

Find ways to tell  
the biblical story visually.
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Get a pallet of images.
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